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Thank you for bringing our

neighbors in out of the
cold and into new lives

TRUE LIFE STORIES OF GOD’S PROVISION THROUGH YOU!

A Time for
Renewal!



Rev. Patrick H. Vanderburgh
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

There’s Hope on the Horizon

If you were to ask me to find one good thing about a bitter
Milwaukee winter, I’d say this: You can’t truly appreciate the
beauty and warmth of spring without having experienced the
stark chill of winter.

I think many of our guests feel this in their own lives, as they
enjoy a springtime of rebirth after a cold season of homelessness
or addiction. When our hurting neighbors come to the
Milwaukee Rescue Mission, they find more than a meal and
a place to sleep—they find fertile ground to grow in the love of
the risen Christ.

Your compassionate support gives families like Joyce’s the
immediate and long-term care they need to break the cycle
of poverty and adversity…and offers men like Roscoe the
opportunity to restore their relationships with God, family
and society.

As you read more about Joyce and Roscoe in this issue of
Soup for Your Soul, I hope you’ll feel inspired to continue your
partnership with MRM by sending a gift today. Between now
and our Easter Sunday celebration, we need your help to serve
more than 14,000 meals. Not only will you help to satisfy
physical hunger, you’ll offer more men, women and children
the dignity, hope and encouragement to make lasting changes
in their lives.

Thank you for helping to provide warmth, nurturing and
rebirth as spring approaches with the hope of Easter, and every
day of the year.

I thank God for you,

Praise be to the God
and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy
he has given us
new birth into a living
hope through the
resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead…
–1 PETER 1:3, NIV

Milwaukee Rescue Mission
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Before he came to the Milwaukee
Rescue Mission, Roscoe’s life felt a
lot like a carnival ride—“around in
circles, up and down.” There were a
few thrills on this ride, but the price
of admission was high. Roscoe’s
drug and alcohol addiction cost him
his family and everything else he
held dear.

“I was depressed,” Roscoe
remembers. “I was tired of hurting
people who were close to me, making
promises I couldn’t fulfill, losing
jobs. I was tired of being a failure.”

Roscoe tried several short-term rehab
programs, but his periods of sobriety
were also short-term. He knew he
needed something else, some other
way to find the stability that eluded
him. He knew several men who had
graduated from MRM’s long-term

LifeSkills program. “They were still
clean,” he says, “and I wanted that!”

Closer to God
In October of 2008, Roscoe arrived
at MRM and enrolled in the program.
“I came here for a change of life, to
get closer to God.” Roscoe knew that
God was the missing element in his
previous treatments, and that only
with His help could he find the right
road—and stay on it.

Roscoe describes his first day at
MRM as “a joy! I knew I was finally
going to get the help I needed.” Since
then, every day of his journey has
brought him one step closer to
becoming the man he wants to be.

A Brighter Outlook
“I’ve got an outlook on my future
now,” he tells us. “Before coming here,

I didn’t have a clue: no goals, no
plans, nothing!” Today, Roscoe
works in MRM’s kitchen, where
he’s earned the friendship and respect
of the staff. He looks forward to
reconnecting with his grown children
and being a grandfather to their kids.

Roscoe feels a deep gratitude for
friends like you who support MRM.
Asked what he would say to donors
about how their gifts are used, he says,
“They would not be disappointed!
(MRM) doesn’t turn you away, even
in the middle of the night. They take
you in and comfort you. They find
out what you need to better your life:
spiritually, emotionally even
financially.

“If someone needed help, I would
tell them to go to the Milwaukee
Rescue Mission!”

www.milmission.org
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Roscoe’s Headed in the
Right Direction

Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a
new creation; the
old has gone, the
new has come!

–2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV
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Nothing says “hope” quite like the smile of a little
one! Through donations and volunteering, your
kind support gives boys and girls in Joy House and
at CrossTrainers Academy a head start at a happy,
successful life.

Sometimes all
it takes is a hot
meal and a warm
welcome to let a
lonely person know
he’s not forgotten…
and open his heart

to the hope of
Christ!

Signs of
SPRING...
Signs of
HOPE

As winter slowly eases its grip
on Milwaukee, we see plenty
of new growth here at MRM—
thanks to friends like you! Seeds
of hope you helped to plant at
Thanksgiving, Christmas and
every day of the year are bursting
into new life. This Easter season,
as men, women and children
come to us for food, shelter
and counseling, we need your
partnership to reach out and
help the hurting.
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Thank you for
helping families in
crisis heal together
in a safe, secure
environment.
Our New Life
and Fresh Start
programs get
mothers and
children back on
their feet again.

A new beginning
often means a new
job—and your gifts
help provide men
and women with
the resources and
education to gain a
competitive edge
in the marketplace!

Spiritual support
and Bible study
are just as vital
as food and
shelter to our
guests at MRM.
Christ is the key
to a successful
transition back
into the
community.

SPRING
Wish List

Some of our most urgent needs
are listed here. If you can help,
please drop off your donation
Monday-Saturday, 8 a.m.–8 p.m.,
at our Kilbourn Ave. entrance.

• Socks (men, women
and children)

• Underwear (all sizes, but
especially children’s sizes 2-6,
and men’s and women’s
large sizes)

• Juice

• Fresh fruit

• Baby wipes

• Diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6)

• Deodorant

• Lotion & Vaseline

• Kleenex (box and
pocket-sized)

• Cold & flu medicines
(non-alcoholic)

• Pain relievers

• Thermometers
(digital preferred)

• Thermometer covers

• Vacuum cleaners

• Laundry and dish detergent

• Fabric softener

• Lunch bags and
sandwich bags

• Paper plates, cups and
paper towels

• Plasticware

• Toilet paper

• Working wrist watches

• Small clock radios

• Snacks



memorial & in honor of gifts
In memory of:
(gifts received from October 20
through December 31, 2009)

Our deepest sympathies
are with those who have lost
loved ones. A memorial gift
to the Milwaukee Rescue
Mission is a special way to
offer hope to the needy in
the name of a friend or
family member.
Lester & Gladys Batt, parents

Mary Batt
Angeline Bernier

Thomas Bernier
Buck Bishop

Helen Edwardsen
Paul Blank

Kristi Ribar
Harry Boebel

Gregory & Mary Rebholz
Jan Borzykowski

Jody Medinger
Ida Butz

Thomas Butz
Violet Bybee

Frances Bybee
John Chekouras

Mary Beardmore
Deborah Conner

Jeffrey Conner
Agnes J. Cooper

John C. Cooper
Kevin Patrick Crowley

Judy Hessler
Robert & Norine Dalton

Carolyn Thomann
Meg Daroga

Mike Bamert
Khang Banh
Robert Cameron
Joan H. Hampton
Mary-Elise Haug
Deb Lang
Rod Lindley
Mike & Jan Schwab
Telcordia NMA Team

Marie Davis
Lashawnda Davis

Robert Daykin
James & Lorene Sprenger

Judy Dederich
Betty Burns

Robert M. DeGeorge
Sandra DeGeorge

Ben Derge
Peter Filber

Elizabeth Doolittle
Richard Gallagher & Adam
Wiensch

Walter Dreier
James & Linda Dreier

Mary Durnin
Michael Durnin

Kenneth Lee Dykstra
Ryan Dykstra

Don Eldredge
Marion Eldredge

Richard Espinoza, dad
Richard Espinoza, Jr.

Kathy Farina
Bill Duwe

Bernice Firth
Dale & Margaret Hamann

Ethan Foerstner, grandson
Loralai Feyrer

Richard M. & Grace G. Forester
Richard & Jane Bero

Jesse Ryan Gamache
Margaret Bechel
Margaret Chyla

Rt. Rev. Charles T. Gaskell
Judith Gaskell

Norman Gauthier, Jr.
Mary Lou Gauthier

Genevieve, mother
Anonymous Donor

Carl & Grace Gillstrom
Kathleen Gillstrom

Howard Gnewikow
Sharon Dehli
Patricia Sell

Dick Goehringer
Glenn & Jeanne Dyer

Mrs. Bhanu Gurumurthy
Rajaraman Narayanaswamy

Erin Gutknecht
Leon & Ellen Grimm

Esther Harrison
James & Karen Pieper

Robert Heiden
Lois Knorre

Ed Heine
Valerie Lezala

Robert Held
Don Serres

Steve W. Hoynik
David Alvarado

Christine Huskey, wife
Douglas Huskey

Jimmie Jenkins
Louise Amundson
Richard & Jean Hartwig
Shirley Olson

Floyd Jenkins
Todd & Susan Thorson

Mary Grace Jensen, mother
Joanne Looze

Cecilia Johnson
Viola La Vake

Glen Johnstone, husband
Joyce Johnstone

Roger Jones, son
Louis & Rosetta Jones

Tracy & Deja Judd
Laurie Zagorski

Carl W. Jungen
Laura Duggan

Joe Junker
Charlotte & Thomas Horton

Philip Kaboskey
Lu Ann Hopkins

Ryan D. Kempf
Nicole Kelley

Karl Keup
Stephen & Janice Hauser

Therese Kieselburg
Rachel & James Kieselburg

Beverly Klauk
Dale Klauk

Donald R. Klimt
Adam & Amy Cushman
Brad & Judy Cyganek
Adam Klimt
James Klimt
Jenna Klimt
John & Judy Klimt
LeAnna Klimt
Michelle Klimt

Ryan Klimt
Edwin & Betty Klimt-

Embertson
Roy & Betty Ollerman
Harry Stumpf
Jerome & Susan Zajicek

Jeanette Kollakowsky
Edwin & Esther Babinski

Annmarie Konkel
Ronald & Gloria Konkel

Robert Kopf
Susan Beck

SSG David T. Kowaleski, son
Kathleen Case

Donald Krebs
Norma M. Martin

William D. Kyle, Jr., husband
Nona Roesler Kyle

Sandy Lane
Jess & Kerri Grebe

Emily Kay Lauer, daughter
David & Marilyn Lauer

Rosemary Leonhard, wife
Walter Leonhard

Jeff Lesowsti
Pam Polinske

Stuart LeFevre
Norma Martin

Wade Logan
John & Kathleen Logan

Georgella Lyles
Bernadette Hamilton

Maxine Maksimovic
Milan & Cindy Maksimovic

Chet Manchester
Sandra Manchester

John Maniscalco
Dan Kuss
George Locher
Duane Seefeld
George Thiessen

Charles Mann, husband
Kari Mann

Ronald E. Mason
Junice Lev & Ed Clucas

Ronald E. Mason
Robert & Nancy Distasio
Jim Gillessen
Reuben Harpole, Jr.
James & Catherine Lathrop
Phyllis Purdoff
Thomas & Sandra Purdoff

Jim Mayer
Barbara LaHaye

Nylene Mayer
Gene & Betti Woyak

Susie Mazur
John & Judy Hessler

Michael Merten
Melinda Merten

Charles D. Metcalf
Ken & Karen Schmidling

Catherine Metz, mother
Steven & Darlene Metz

Marvin Michlig
Delores Riemer

Hilda Mielarczyk, mother
Craig & Barbara LaCour

Herman Moser
Lisa Montgomery

Faye Mosigin
Earl & Virginia Frank

Rev. John Moss
Fortress Partners: Jon Bruss,

Cindy Kowis & James Bruss
Deanna Murray

Charles, Betty & Tom Sellhausen
& Sue Specht

Clifford Nilsen
William & Deborah Hall

Richard, husband
Anonymous Donor

Father
Ruth Wieland

David, husband
Margaret Chyla

Nancyanne
John & Charlene Perko

Grandma Mary
Michael & Kelly Fangmann

Judy, wife
Don Kerzner

Richard
Clarice & Dennis Schneider

Father
Kenneth & Linda Antaramian

Nana
Suzanne Moe-Duffeck

Mother
Randall & Marilynn Cech

Dad
Kathy Butch

Mom
Patricia King

Parents
Mack McCartney

Rose
Jean Makreff

Jim
Sandi Engel

Hollie, daughter
Judith Barth

Richard, friend
Clarice Schneider

William J. O’Neill
Michael O’Neill

Frank Orlando, husband
Franca Orlando

Jerrod Paff, grandson
Robert & Lois Logemann

Clara Palade, Debbie’s mom
Danny & Debbie Hawver

Parents, Aunts & Uncles
Susan Dickau

Roman Penning
Christina Freda

Ann Marie Piefer
Mari Roedig

Jeanette Pirkel
Robert Pirkel

Marion Rachoner
Joel & Ellen Eckmann

Lincoln Ray Remmel, infant
Josh Remmel

Helen Rettler
Ryan Dykstra

James Rhein
Steven & Linda Graczykowski
Arlene Rhein

Rolland Rodrian
Mary Polzin

Helen M. Runge
Gregory & Mary Rebholz

Dorothy Sanford, wife
Thomas Sanford

Barbara Sass
Mary Williams

Jim Scheel
The Gault & Lawler Families

Joseph & Rose Schinabeck,
parents

Darlene Quasius
Victor Schittone

Jeffrey & Laura Rauman

Roger Schmerbauch
James Haut

Mary Timm Schroeder
James & Jeanne Dempsey

Audrey Schwalbach
Steve & Sue Drummond
Ken & Mary Filler
Dan Leannais
Gail Leannais
Tom & Paula Strandberg

Lorraine Smith
Robert & Sandra Smith

Marilyn Picago Smith
Beth Tewes

John “Jack” Snyder
Kristi Pietsch Sorenson &

Michael Sorenson
La Rayne Somdahl

John & Barbara Hamsing
Alfred Stark

Verne Stark
Fred Steger

Karen Radtke
Clara Strieter

Lucy Storch
Charles & Jean Swinehart

Susan Kosanke
Michael Szabo

Nicholas Szabo & Associates
Gladys Timple, mother

Mark & Sandra Everts
Carl Waszak, husband

Monica Waszak
Louis Wellford

Paul Hamm
George Wessel

Janice Wessel
Lorraine Westphalen

Kristi Pietsch Sorenson &
Michael Sorenson

Preston & Mabel Williams
Bruce Williams

Erle Wilson
Mrs. Thomas Barrie

Eric Zagorski
Allen Zagorski

Lambert Ziegelbauer, husband
Mary Ziegelbauer

Duane Zillner
Fred & Rosemarie Zillner

Michael Zippel (“Zippy”)
Nancy Carlson

Judy Zirbel
Sara Zirbel

In honor of:
(gifts received from November 2
through December 31, 2009)

A gift to the Milwaukee
Rescue Mission is a
great way both to provide
hope and to remember a
birthday, anniversary or
other special occasion!
The Akers Family

Dennis Kasza
Nissa Anderson

Russell & Carol Anderson
Lori Angst

Michael & Deborah Fleming
Tracey, Joe, Michael &
Theresa Arts

Donald & Judith Bagin
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Danny Atwater, son
Susan Lewis Schroeder

The Barr Family
Gus Strassburger

Brian Beaty
Allison Sarkis

Tammy Behrens
Cheryl Holden

Bob Benes, son
Robert & Patricia Benes

Bob Benes & Kim Nicholson
Lane & Blair Benes

Janna Berenschot
Eric Sunstrom

Ed Beringer
Judy Kneiszel

Kim & Mary Berns
Arlene Biedrzycki

Barb Bohachek
Patricia Myles

Brian & Lois Bowen
Donald & Janelle Scott

Timothy Bradt
Jack & Carolyn Bradt

Celestus & Gladys Brown
Marsha Kroeger

Darlene Burrmann
Roberta Fucile-Busateri

Bill & Dorothy Butts
Carl Busateri &

Roberta Fucile-Busateri
William B. Campbell

William Campbell
Valsa Cherian

Jacob Eapen
Debra Clark

Rob Clark
John & Mary Jo Coffee

Rebecca Coffee
Guy Conn, pastor at Fox River
Christian Church

Bonnie Romanowich
Tony Contresceri, dad

James & Ann Hill Family
Dad & Myrna

Robert & Cynthia Lauridsen
Wally & Betty Davis, parents

Judith Pequet
Jane Davis

Kerry Breen
Joe & Diana Davis

Mary Ellen Gettel
Heather & Paul DeMarco
and Celeste

Roger & Coralie Pierson
The Nick Desien Family

Ronald & Kathy Mohorek
Richard DeWitt

Janet Thompson
Shirley & Jon Dresden

Sue Rhyner & Carol Sibley
Joyce Dunshee, daughter

Helen Dunshee
Patrice W. Elacqua

Pamela Gillen
Bob & Kim Erdahl, parents

Kelsey Erdahl
Kristen Etzelmueller

Sue Rabas

Daniel P. Fay
Lynda Morris

Teri & Paul Fischbach
and Family

Kathy Giersch
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Frank

Henry & Brenda Geib
Chris Franken

Roberta Fucile-Busateri
Henry & Brenda Geib

Harold & Betty Schuster
Gene & Sue Frank

Pam Glorioso
Roberta Fucile-Busateri

Armand & Ruth Goeden
Karen Goeden

Gerald Gozdowiak
Joe Gozdowiak

Dr. Michael Grajewksi & Family
John Graf

Leanne Grano
Christopher Grano

Steven Greiczak
Joseph & Virginia Besasie

Karleen Haberichter’s
70th Birthday

Sharon Haberichter
Sandra Kincaid
Joseph & Rose Schaefer

Carline Hannah
Roberta Fucile-Busateri

Douglas Hansen
Erik Hansen

Doug Hein
Matthew Flynn

Carl & Mildred Hensel
Jim Hensel

John Heppner
Roberta Fucile-Busateri

Gertrude Hermanson
Mary Hermanson

Jarvis Hightower
Roberta Fucile-Busateri

Jerry & Sue Hiller
Mary Shutters

Bobby Hillis
Bob & Jenny Hillis

Aaron Hobart
Maureen Weigert

Gloria Honea
Sharon Honea

Trevor & Lisa Hornbacher
Kyle Belott

Mark Inkmann
Wendy Kamerling

Jessica & Jerry, grandchildren
Bob & Nicky Brieske

Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ

Michael Jay Koklas
Carla Kasza

Dennis Kasza
Donna Kasza

Dennis Kasza
The Kehlnhofer Family

Jeffrey Liker
Vicki Kiedrowski

Lynda Morris
Steve & Amy, Matt & Brad Kohn

Steve & Amy Kohn

Rick Kolaczewski
Roberta Fucile-Busateri

Robert J. Korslin Family
Kevin & Barb Heil

Mr. & Mrs. Alan R. Kroeger
Richard & Lauren Wetendorf

Mike Kryda
Ronald & Kathy Mohorek

Wayne & Karen Lammers
Bruce & Michelle Lammers

Wade Loofboro
Maribeth Overstreet

Mrs. Terri Lundberg, teacher
Nicklaus Frey

Dr. Richard Lusis
Odin Anderson

Kristen Luterbach
George & Kathleen McNulty

The Meraj Mahmood Family
The Akbar Mahmood Family

Mary Major
Patricia Miller

Kim Maley
Laura Jane Maley

Christine Mann’s 50th Birthday
Mary Chart
Steven & Jenny Grieb

Joe Marshall
Paul Marshall

Mrs. Mattes, 1st grade teacher
Wesley Hagemeier

Chris McCarrier
Jeffrey McCarrier

Anne McCarthy
James & Marilyn McCarthy

Bobbi Mehigan, mom
D. J. Mehigan

The Mehring Family
Jeffrey Liker

Ardy Meser
Ruth Zarse

David Messer
Cheryl Hansen

Robert Mitchell
Briggs & Stratton

Tim Moder
Thomas & Mary Moder

Claire Morell
Barbara Morell

Todd Morgan
Jeana Morgan

Karen Morris, dear friend
Gertrude Prinzi

Ron & Barb Mottl, dad and mom
Robb Mottl

Ed & Tammy Murack
Bill & Sally Pauers

Erin Neilon
Patti Neilon

Kim Nicholson & Bob Benes
Kelly Roos

Mary Nolan
Colleen Chahine

Sister’s Birthday
Kathy Butch

Maria
James & Mary Selig

Caleb
Nevin & Elissa Webster

Christina
Richard & Terri Carlson

Poetzl Children
Edward & Dolores Poetzl

Our four Grandchildren
Dave & Teri Bahl

Curtis’ Birthday, son
Joyce Johnstone

Sisters & Brother
Elizabeth Mason

Family
Nancy Alger

Niece, Brianna, and
Nephew, Joe

Karen Zubarik
Father Jerry & Father Paul
at St. Eugene’s

Kevin & Brenda Kozinski
M&I Institutional Trust-
Communications Group

Walter Lecocq
Mequon Dental Group Staff

Dr. & Mrs. Sobczak
Friends & Family

Jim & Cheryl Mann
J.K.’s Birthday

John Fierek, Sr.
Master Lock Co., co-workers

Roberta Fucile-Busateri
Ted Nunziato

Roberta Fucile-Busateri
Tim Nyenhuis

Barb Nyenhuis
Carol & Tim O’Leary and Family

Loreen Pace
Rose Patterson

Paul & Ann Anderson
Dave Ploof

Christine Ploof
Port Washington/Saukville
School Board & Administrators

James & Patricia Ruth
Ryan Powell & Michelle Kwasny

Lois Powell
Mark P. Powers

Lynda Morris
Trudy Prinzi

Gloria Baumann
Hannah Rabideau

Daniel Rabideau
Ruth Reed

Roger & Kathy DeChamps
Russ Reid

Dave Reimann
Bob Rice

Roberta Fucile-Busateri
Jerry Roepke

Linda Roberts
Jerry Roepke’s birthday

Dick & Mary Bird
Arlene Ruplinger

William Ruplinger
Samantha, granddaughter &
Scott, her fiancé

Bob & Nicky Brieske
Judy Schiller

Bradley & Karen Pockat
Betty Schinneller

Diane Colla
Barbara Schmidt

Lynda Morris
Steve Schmidt

Sharon Dehli
Robert Schmidt

Sharon Dehli
Jack, Mary Ann & Laurie Schuh

Gerald Spredemann
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Schuster

Henry & Brenda Geib

Stacy
Angie Eiden

Dan Sorce
Virginia Rehberg

Eric Spredemann
Gerald Spredemann

St. Anthony Catholic Church
Parish & School Staff

Father Dennis J. Wieland
Bob Stadler

Donald & Judith Bagin
L. William Staudenmaier

Frank & Barbara Santos
The Stewart Family

Jeffrey Liker
Amy Stonemark

John Frankovic
The Sukawaty Family

Jeffrey Liker
Swallow School 5th Grade
Teachers

Timothy & Jennifer Ruesch
Daniel Sweeney

Christine Sweeney
Donna Szpek

Roberta Fucile-Busateri
Kevin & Tricia Teske

Jim & Nicole Hermann
Kathy Thede

Roberta Fucile-Busateri
Scott & Gina Thomason

Spence & Connie Thomason
Shawn & Jan Thomason

Spence & Connie Thomason
Kelly Thomason &
David Kelch

Spence & Connie Thomason
Melissa Tobler &
Mark Peterson

David Burnett
Tom & Debbie

Donald & Joan Meeder
Patrick Trandel

Mark & Antoinette Girmscheid
Jay Treviranus, son

Richard & Virginia Treviranus
The Troeger Family

Dennis Kasza
Jeffrey & Deborah Vredenbregt

Carl & Marion Vredenbregt
Peter & Margaret Walsh

John & Janet Bollow
The Six Wentworth Children

Ann Wentworth
Bill & Dee White

Jordan Clore
Constance Leight

Rick & Barbara Wiederhold
Mark & Barbara Pollack

Grace Willems
Mary Jackson

Wissota Sand & Gravel
Kettle Moraine Snowmobile

Club
Rodney & LaVonne Wittwer

Daniel & Laurie Morrow
Grandma & Grandpa Wonder

Tom & Kayce Deshotels
Rita Wood

Lucille Sheski
Gerry Wolf

Jacquelyn Schulz
Florence Ziegler

Donald & Mary FrohmaderIf you would like to give a gift in memory of a loved one who has passed
away, or in honor of a special occasion, please mail your gift and the name

of the person(s) being remembered or honored to:
Milwaukee Rescue Mission • 830 N. 19th St., Milwaukee, WI 53233

Or donate online at www.milmission.org

We will let your honoree or the family of the deceased know of your gift
with a special card. Please be sure to include their address.



Milwaukee Rescue
Mission

830 N. 19th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53233

(414) 344-2211
www.milmission.org

Have you remembered
the Mission in your will?

An eviction notice—especially to a single
mother with three young children—can
look like the end of the world. But Joyce
felt lucky. Although her sister had an
upcoming move out of state planned, in the
meantime, she could take Joyce’s family in.
Certainly they’d be able to find affordable
housing before her sister moved to Texas.

Finding a new apartment was a lot tougher
than Joyce had bargained for. And when
her sister moved last June, Joyce had no
one else to turn to. That’s when she dialed
“211” for help and got a referral to Joy
House, our family shelter.

A Fresh Start for Joyce
Within two months, Joyce graduated from
our New Life program and enrolled in
our Fresh Start program, which includes
parenting classes, among others. She has
been amazed at the positive changes she
has seen in herself and her family! “I used
to get so angry with (my children)”, she
admits. “Now, I’m learning different ways
of dealing with them, like giving them
options or taking away privileges instead
of yelling at them.”

One-on-one Bible studies also make a
profound impact on Joyce. “I’m learning

a lot about Jesus. I’m finding myself more
on the right path and seeing how I fit into
the scheme of things,” she says. Her three
children—Corey, Antonice and Alauna—
enjoy learning Bible verses and going to
church. “We’re a close-knit family,” says
Joyce, “and now we have a close connection
with God.”

A Family Thing
Because Fresh Start is a transitional living
program, it provides a more stable, home-
like environment which Joyce appreciates.
She tells us that when she gets her own
home, she plans to keep in touch with the
other Fresh Start families she and her
children have come to know and love. “I
want to see all the kids grow up! It’s a real
family thing,” she enthuses.

Speaking of “family things”, Joyce looks
forward to spending this Easter with her
children, as it has a new, special meaning
this year.

Joyce extends her gratitude to you for
making Joy House and its programs
available to families in crisis. “No words
can really express my thanks! I feel like
they really care about me at Joy House.
I’m not just a face in the crowd.”

Our Board
of Directors

John S. Cain
President

Warren D. Pierson
Vice President

Robert W. Jensen
Treasurer

Sherri N. Kasdorf
Secretary

Michael A. Andaloro

Robert W. Courtney, Sr.

William A. Eisner

Philip A. Hardacre

Carol M. Kuyers

Ervin W. Martens

David F. Oury

Eric J. Van Vugt

Karl F. Gengler,
Member Emeritus

Robert K. Mitchell,
Member Emeritus

Not Just a Face in the Crowd




