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You can help make this a brighter year for her

TRUE LIFE STORIES OF GOD’S PROVISION THROUGH YOU!

in
Better days ahead
2010!2010!



Rev. Patrick H. Vanderburgh
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

New Year…New Beginnings!

We’re only a couple of weeks into 2010, and I am anticipating
great things ahead for our guests at the Milwaukee Rescue
Mission. Much of it is being built on foundations you helped to
lay with your support in 2009.

As you look through this newsletter, you’ll see how your
generosity reaches out to men, women and children in crisis,
one life at a time. Through your gifts to MRM, hundreds of our
hurting and homeless neighbors are given the opportunity to
make a new start. Dozens grasp that opportunity by enrolling in
our long-term programs to rebuild their relationships and their
lives.

I think you’ll be especially inspired by the stories in this issue
of Soup for Your Soul. Claudine and Robert had different needs
when they came to MRM, but they both found peace, safety
and stability with help from friends like you! You can read more
about the programs that fostered their new beginnings on pages
4 and 5.

I also hope you’ll consider providing a Place at the Table, a
unique way to honor or memorialize a loved one and help
nourish people here at MRM. See page six for more information
on this impactful program.

Most of all, I hope you’ll consider starting off the year with a
gift to provide nutritious, hot meals…a place to come in from
the cold…and a place for the weary to find rest.

Your partnership truly makes a difference. I look forward to
another year of ministry with you!

I thank God for you,

See, I am doing a
new thing! … I am
making a way in the
desert and streams
in the wasteland.
–ISAIAH 43:19, NIV
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If Claudine learned anything during
her time in the Marine Corps, it was
how to deal with tough situations.
Those lessons served her well when
she lost her job in August 2008.

Claudine immediately began looking
for another position, but had no
luck in the shrinking job market. She
stretched her slim resources as far as
they’d go, but by Christmas she and
her children had little left. Just weeks
later, her bank account was empty and
she couldn’t pay the rent.

Being homeless was a challenge
Claudine had never expected to face.
“I was never one to ask for anything,”
she recalls. “I’ve been working since

I was 14. If I needed anything, I’d go
out and get it.”

Claudine researched various housing
options in the area and out of state.
She prayed that God would lead her
family to a safe place. Then she heard
someone on the city bus mention Joy
House, our family shelter. Claudine
remembered referring a woman to Joy
House in one of her previous jobs.
“Now I referred myself,” she says.

Closer to God
When Claudine came to Joy House
with her children in February 2009,
she found much more than a place to
stay. Through the New Life program,
she found support, encouragement
and practical advice for getting back
on her feet again.

Claudine remembers her first months
at Joy House as a time for growing

closer to her children and to
God. She learned more about

the women in the Bible.
She was especially

moved by the
stories

where women were used regardless
of their background, like Ruth and
Rahab. Some were even, “people that
everyone else cast to the side.”

Claudine sees a beautiful lesson in
these stories of Christ’s compassion.
“Even though (the women) messed
up and were not perfect, God still
loved them. I know if I go to God
and ask for forgiveness, that He’ll
show me the same love.”

Now that she’s in the Fresh Start
program, Claudine encourages many
women in the New Life program.
“I tell them, ‘You should focus on
yourself and your kids first. Don’t
worry about that guy. You should
get your life back on track and focus
on God.’”

Your kindness means
the most!
Thanks to your generosity, this
former Marine is studying at
Milwaukee Area Technical College
for her Associate’s Degree to be an
Administrative Assistant.

Asked if she has any special words
for friends of MRM, Claudine smiles
and says, “Thank you very much.
Everything you do is appreciated…
and you do it out of the kindness
of your heart. That is what means
the most!”

www.milmission.org
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You helped give Claudine
a fresh start

“I will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit in you…”

–Ezekiel 36:26, NIV
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You Offer Families
Stability through
Fresh Start
Recently, God provided a beautiful
new home for Joy House’s Fresh
Start program. The house is roomy
enough to accommodate up to eight
families in a beautiful home setting.
When families graduate, they’re able
to return to their communities as
productive members.

You Provide a
Safe Harbor for
Men in Crisis
With your help, graduates of
FOCUS, our men’s transitional living
program return to the community
with jobs, housing and hope for their
futures. Many of them give back to
the Mission as volunteers, mentors
to current program men and even as
staff. Because you helped them, they
are helping others.

If you read Claudine’s story on page 3, you’ve seen just one example of the women and children your
compassion reaches every day at the Milwaukee Rescue Mission. And your generosity goes beyond the
walls of MRM, touching the lives of people who struggle to put food on the table, at-risk children who
need some extra attention and guidance and men suffering from drug or alcohol addiction.

THANK YOU for Helping to



You Give Children
a Head Start
Your gifts to MRM help provide a safe
after-school environment for boys and girls
in Joy House, from CrossTrainers Academy
and in our neighboring community. Because
education is one of the surest ways to break
the chain of poverty, through the Joy House
Equip program, dedicated volunteers give
one-on-one tutoring to school-age children.
It’s hard to tell who enjoys it more, the

children or their tutors! To
help give children a new
start, you can get involved
by volunteering. For more
information, call Jennifer at
(414) 935-0230 or email

Jennifer.Sholtes@
milmission.org.

www.milmission.org
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Provide New Beginnings!



Show Your Love with
A Place at the Table
How do you recognize someone who has meant so much
in your life? Someone who has supported you in your
endeavors? Who has given of themselves completely to
make this world a better place? One way to acknowledge
their impact is to purchase A Place at the Table.

Purchasing A Place at the Table recognizes your loved
one and provides a full year of meals for a guest at the
Milwaukee Rescue Mission. Your gift allows your loved
one’s name, whether in honor or in memory, to be
displayed on a banner in our dining hall to touch the
lives of those we serve. You have four ways to give:

• Perpetuity: $100,000
provides A Place at the
Table to be endowed into
perpetuity with your loved
one’s name displayed
beginning the year of
designation.

• Table: $20,000 provides
A Place at the Table for
10 guests (a full table!) for
an entire year.

• Family: $5,000 provides
A Place at the Table
for a single mother and
her children residing in
Joy House.

• Individual: $2,000
provides A Place at the
Table for one guest for
an entire year.

For more information on
this program, please call our
Executive Director, Patrick
Vanderburgh, at (414) 344-
2211 (ext. 210) or email
p.vanderburgh@milmission.org.
Thank you for considering
this special gift!

Another Great
Golf Outing!
18 Holes for the Homeless
The 4th Annual Milwaukee Rescue Mission Golf
Tournament was a resounding success! On September
28, 140 friends of MRM joined us for a day of golf at
the Grand Geneva Resort. Although the day was cold
and windy, spirits were high, and the event raised more
than $90,000 to benefit the poor and homeless in our
community! We’d love to have you hit the links with
MRM this fall!

Special thanks to our
$500+ Golf Sponsors:

• 7 Mile Fair
• Assurant Health
• Andaloro, Smith &

Krueger, LLP
• R.W. Baird
• Christopher Kidd &

Associates
• Bostik
• John and Sherri

Kasdorf/Kaztex
• Productive Builders
• SMF
• Zero Zone
• Warren and Ann Pierson
• GMK Companies
• HRH Willis
• BeneCo
• Mander Collision

and Glass
• Kremer Publications
• Print World
• Eagle Waters Resort
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memorial & in honor of gifts
In memory of:
(gifts received from September 1
through October 30, 2009)
Our deepest sympathies are
with those who have lost loved
ones. A memorial gift to the
Milwaukee Rescue Mission
is a special way to offer hope
to the needy in the name of a
friend or family member.

Aunt & Grandmas
Emily, Sophie & Zoe Eiseman

Mildred Barker
Jane Schubilske

Paul Bingenheimer
Martha Bingenheimer

John Bingenheimer
Martha Bingenheimer

Marion Boettcher
Teresa Young
Karen & Gordon Voltz
Frank & Frances White
Dorothy Wendtland

Janis Borzykowski
Jody Medinger

Robert & Grace Burbach
James Steiner
Fred Knudten

Elaine Bush
Patricia Barron

David DeBattista
Sheryl Nelson-Montag

Carole Deffner
Mary Jurczyk

William Demshar
Theodore Bonner & Catherine
Wagner
Tony Mlinar

Denise
Rick Appleby

My Mother, Mary Durnin
Michael Durnin

Gavin Eckert
Andrew, Kristin, Ethan & Ryan Eckert

Elizabeth Feder
William & Kathleen Thiemann
Sherman & Ann Dow

Audrey Bernice Finley
Jennifer Knapp
Mike Wilson
Deborah Voskuil
Joan Ritonia
William & Jeannine George

Son, John Foulks, II
John & Kay Foulks

Jesse Ryan Gamache
Margaret Chyla
Margaret Bechel

Howard Gnewikow
Patricia Sell
Janice Wessel

Jane Gordon
David & Ruth Dietz

Robert Held
William & Ruth Rademan

Faye Estelle Henkel
Charles Henkel

Loraine Hrica
Bill & Francine John
Kristine Schmidt
Esther Kalmerton
Robert & Julie Scott
Mark & Bernadette Poedtke
Myra Fowler
Jeffrey & Denise Newmann
Kevin Beck
Daniel & Debra Yenter
Mark & Cynthia Dobratz

Dyson Hunt
James Meyer

Tonnia James
Mary Lou Harris

Jimmie Jenkins
Mary McKey

Ted Kahn
Rick Hanson

Erna Karl
Ruth Metzger

Sonny Kasper
Mary Jurczyk

Kevin
Edward & Geraldine Kain

Patricia Kilpatrick
Robin Ehmke & James Kilpatrick

Heidi Kranz
Steven Kranz

Jeffrey Lasek
Funeral Memorial Gift –
Hartson Funeral Home

Dick Leonard
Phillip & Jean Weigand & Family

Son, Alex Lorenzen
Elmer & Kay Lorenzen

Daniel McCartan
Diane Eckert

Kathleen Moats
Mark & Moira Bruce

Mother, Genevieve
Anonymous Donor

Ray & Erna Mueller
John & Sally Pederson

Leeann Mundt
Rocco & Nancy Cincotta

My Mother
Patricia Rauch

Clifford Nilsen
Mary Grimm

Donald, Elisabeth & Andrew Nitz
Louise Schiefelbein

Brigid Mae O’Hara
Brian O’Hara

Marian Pettersen
Jess & Kerri Grebe

Jack Pittelkow
Lester & Doris Zirbel

Robert Prag
Dean & Colleen Nolde

Arlene Pritzl
Kristina Baker

Gerald Rieben
Kenneth & Kay Jones

Alvin Rindfleisch
Robert & Kathleen Siegel

Andy Rothfelder
Paul & Marilyn Rothfelder

Debra Rozman
Mark & Moira Bruce

Pauline Ruminski
Bruce Ruminski

Norman Sanders
Gary Sanders

Ray Sayas
Michael & Christine Santell & Family

Mr. & Mrs. John Schneider
Timothy & Susan Young

Carol Seitz
Mark & Moira Bruce

Carl Staehle, Sr.
Ken & Kathy Gordee

Joseph Ueberfluss
Virginia Lesniak

Lila Van Dam
Sotos & Margaret Ktorides

Lawrence Wales
Bonnie Inman

Tommy Waukau
Michael & Joanne McSweeney

Kevin Welch
James & Maureen Welch

Duane Zillner
Fredrick & Rosemarie Zillner

In honor of:
(gifts received from September 10
through October 28, 2009)
A gift to the Milwaukee Rescue
Mission is a great way both to
provide hope and to remember a
birthday, anniversary or other
special occasion!

Bob Bell's 70th Birthday
Rick & Jeanne Smiledge
Art Jenks
Ty Perkie & Susan Baran
Bill Pritchard
Tim Chase
Dan McKinney
Tom & Gayle Bell
Virginia Wendt
Bob Giese
Russell & Deborah Bednarek
Mike & Sandy Skrobiszewski
Marla Mangan
Jannele Heckelman
Scott Sonnenborg
Patrick Carey
Liz Urban
Zak King
JoAnn Riedl
George Mann
Sean Flanagan
Byron
Rich & Cindy Hulloff

Billy the Mentor
Jay Wangerin

Chuck & Laurie Blanchard's
Anniversary

Mary McClintock
Bri, Shane & Adam

Roland Bruhnke
Brother

Marlinda Flowers
Jill Generotzky

Jane Gresser
E. J. Hunt

Kenneth Kasprzak
Walter "Bud" Kennedy's
90th Birthday

Phillip Hagedorn
Jeri Kien

Kay Ramsey
Son, David Knepper

Tom & Diane Kandziora
Ann Osterling's 70th Birthday

James Neubauer
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Rabe

Jim & Susan Courter
Helmut & Edie Sawall's
50th Wedding Anniversary

Helga Treu
Mandy Wedge

Joanne Enders
Tom Wink's Birthday

Gordon & Judith Vesely

www.milmission.org
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If you would like to give a gift in memory of a loved one
who has passed away, or in honor of a special occasion,

please mail your gift and the name of the person(s)
being remembered or honored to:

Milwaukee Rescue Mission
830 N. 19th St., Milwaukee, WI 53233

Or donate online at
www.milmission.org

We will let your honoree or the family of the deceased
know of your gift with a special card. Please be sure

to include their address.



Milwaukee Rescue
Mission

830 N. 19th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53233

(414) 344-2211
www.milmission.org

Have you remembered
the Mission in your will?

Most teenagers work for money to go
the movies, buy music or save for college.
But when Robert got his first job at 15,
he worked to support his drinking habit.
In fact, Robert’s addiction became so
expensive he dropped out of high school
to work full-time.

Robert kept working into adulthood,
living as a “functioning alcoholic.” It
wasn’t until he suffered from seizures
in 1986 that he checked himself into
a hospital for treatment. His road to
recovery began with 15 days in the
hospital followed by aftercare, including
AA meetings.

“Back in the same boat”
Robert enjoyed 18 years of sobriety. Then
he moved back home to care for his father,
who was suffering from cancer. When his
father passed away, Robert began drinking

again. He came to the Milwaukee Rescue
Mission on the advice of a friend who had
completed our LifeSkills program.

After four months in the program, Robert
says, “I started feeling pretty good about
myself. When spring came, I was ready to
go back to work.” But again, within the
year, Robert found himself “back in the
same old boat.”

He tells us, “I thought I had accomplished
everything, but I looked back and saw that
things weren’t going so well. I should have
completed what I started.” Robert came
back to MRM last January and he’s on track
to finish our LifeSkills program this month.

Looking Forward to a
New Beginning
“I’m maintaining my sobriety and thanking
God for it. God’s been my stronghold,”
says Robert. “I’ve learned that I don’t have
to live like that. I feel fantastic!”

Thanks to you, Robert looks forward to
starting a life free from addiction and
secure in the bonds of God’s love!

Our Board
of Directors

John S. Cain
President

Warren D. Pierson
Vice President

Robert W. Jensen
Treasurer

Eric J. Van Vugt
Secretary

Michael A. Andaloro

Robert W. Courtney, Sr.

William A. Eisner

Philip A. Hardacre

Sherri N. Kasdorf

Carol M. Kuyers

Ervin W. Martens

David F. Oury

Karl F. Gengler,
Member Emeritus

Robert K. Mitchell,
Member Emeritus

“I’m maintaining my sobriety
and thanking God for it.

God’s been my stronghold”

Thanking God for You!




